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The MRPA Youth Sports Committee held its initial meeting on Tuesday, March
6, 2007 at the Weston Recreation Department. There were 6 people attending
the meeting. The meeting started with introductions of all attendees.

Christine Donovan from BEWI Productions was on hand to discuss the upcoming
New England Youth Sports Festival scheduled for March 23-25, 2007 at
Gillette Stadium. The festival will run from noon to 9:00PM on Friday and
from 9:00AM to 6:00PM on Saturday and Sunday.

Any groups looking to attend the festival can contact Christine directly at
the email above or by calling (781) 890-3234 for information about
discounted tickets. There is a $3 discount coupon off adult tickets
available on their web site. The regular ticket price for the festival is
$10 for adults and $5 for kids. Kids can also participate in the Skill Zone
clinics for $20. The BEWI web site is www.bewisports.com
<http://www.bewisports.com/> .

MRPA will have a booth at the festival and we will need volunteers to work
the booth throughout the weekend. Anyone interested in working the booth
will also be able to attend sessions during the festival. Bruce and Sharon
will be recruiting volunteers over the next two weeks.

The committee discussed what materials we will want to have at the booth
during the festival. Bruce will contact John Whalen and Gus Fredericks to
see what they would like us to display and if there is a banner available.
We will be compiling information for a handout regarding the MRPA and youth
sports information.

The committee discussed a list of potential topics for the group to work on
over the next year or so. These topics included:

1. CORI/SORI guidelines and recommendations for youth sports
organizations and recreation departments. This would include what is
required by state law in terms of the minimum level of background checks and
verification from the organizations that they have completed the
requirements. This topic was considered a top priority
2. Education of participants - compiling a set of sample codes of
conduct and zero tolerance policies and procedures to eliminate the bad
elements of youth sports. Helping organizations recruit and train
volunteers and document all policies and procedures.
3. Creating safe playing environments including field usage limits,
maintenance plans, artificial turf vs. natural grass, field permitting usage
policies, fees and priorities.
4. Inclusion - What are cities and towns doing today? What programs
exist? Adapting youth sports for all participants.
5. Travel teams vs. Recreational play - Determining field priorities
and policies regarding kids playing both. Can they coexist?
6. Creating new ideas for youth sports and activities - What are some
of the non-traditional sports being run today? New ideas for kids varied
interests (Dodgeball, Street Hockey, Wiffleball, others?).

After discussing these topics and trying to set some priorities, the
committee discussed the format for future meetings. It was agreed that the
committee would continue to meet to discuss certain topics while also
looking for feedback from the regional groups.

It was suggested that we hold meetings in each region to recruit more
participants or that a few members from the committee travel to the various
regional meetings to discuss these issues and get feedback. Bruce will
contact the MRPA regional reps to set this up. These meetings may occur
over the next 6-12 months but they will allow the regions to discuss each of
the topics identified and provide feedback to the committee.

The committee is still open for suggestions of more issues and discussion
topics.

The committee ended the meeting by discussing the goals for this committee
and agreed on the following goals:
A. Gather and Share Information -
a. Create an information database for youth groups and recreation
departments to refer to when looking for answers to frequently asked
questions. Most groups face the same issues and there is a lot of
information to be share that may save each group from reinventing the wheel
to resolve issues.
b. Attend regional meeting to discuss topics, gather information and
share information.
c. Create links on the MRPA web site to the Youth Sports information
database and FAQ's.
B. Develop Training Information and Programs - After gathering
information and examples of policies and procedures, the committee would
like to develop training materials that can be used by youth organizations
to assist their volunteers to provide safe and fun sports activities for
their children. These materials would be available free of charge for
training players, parents, volunteers and administrators.

The next meeting of the Youth Sports Committee will be set after the Youth
Sports Festival. It will most likely be sometime in May. We would like to
meet every other month or so.

Please contact any of the above members if you wish to help with this
committee.

Thank you very much.

Bruce

Next meeting: May ??th - TBD
