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WOW! Can you believe 

itôs time for the annual 

MRPA State Conference?  

It seems like just yesterday 

we were training our staff 

and getting our facilities 

ready for summer pro-

grams.  With fall right 

around the corner our 

minds start thinking about 

back-to-school, the leaves 

changing colors, hectic 

schedules and the annual 

MRPA State Conference.  

This year MRPA will be 

celebrating itôs 25th An-

nual Conference and Trade 

Show at the DCU Center 

in Worcester, MA.  The 

conference is a great time 

to continue your profes-

sional development, meet 

with commercial partners, 

network and reconnect 

with colleagues from 

across the state.  The con-

ference committee has 

spent a lot of time plan-

ning rewarding educa-

tional sessions and excit-

ing social events. 
 

 

The theme for this yearôs 

conference is ñWhere It 

All Beganò.  Twenty-five 

years ago as our associa-

tion was beginning to 

grow, a group of recreation 

professionals thought it 

would be a good idea to 

meet in one location and 

hold a ñgeneral sessionò 

meeting.  The first state 

conference was held in the 

old Memorial Hall, just a 

short distance from the 

DCU Center.  Now here 

we are twenty-five years 

later, with a growing mem-

bership and a conference 

full of educational sessions 

and networking opportuni-

ties. 
 

 

With each conference 

comes change and this 

year is no different.  The 

conference will be held at 

the end of the week, 

Wednesday through Fri-

day, instead of the tradi-

tional Sunday through 

Tuesday.  The sessions 

start bright and early 

Thursday morning and 

continue through to lunch, 

where you will be wel-

comed to the City of 

Worcester by state and 

local dignitaries.  Follow-

ing lunch you will have an 

opportunity to visit with 

our commercial partners in 

the Vendor Hall and con-

tinue your professional 

development with more 

sessions. 
 

The Thursday night social 

will be more of the fun and 

games we have come to 

enjoy over the years.  The 

conference committee has 

reserved a room at Jillianôs 

in Worcester and has 

planned an evening of 

food and games to keep 

you entertained.  The 

Jillianôs staff will be orga-

nizing tournaments and 

games for our enjoyment 

and there will be a shuttle 

running to and from the 

hotel. 
 

 

The MRPA Conference 

and Trade Show has seen 

tremendous growth over 

the last twenty-five years.  

This is a true testament to 

the professionals who have 

worked tirelessly on the 

last twenty-five confer-

ences.  Take a moment to 

look through this yearôs 

conference brochure and 

mark the dates on your 

calendar.  Join me at the 

conference as we look to 

start another 25 years of 

professional development.  

I hope to see you in 

Worcester. 
 

Sincerely, 

Brendan Egan, President-

Elect, 2009 

Conference Chairõs Message 
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Come Join Our 

Celebration of  Our 

25th Annual 

Conference and 

Trade Show - òWhere 

it all Beganó 



Nancy has worked with asso-

ciations, non profits  and cor-

porations creating strategies 

to find and drive more  dol-

lars. She has conducted nu-

merous workshops, webinars 

and teleconferences as well 

as been published interna-

tionally on the following top-

ics: ñHow to create more non 

dues revenue?, BoothcampÊ 

for exhibitors, how to sell 

ads, booths and sponsorships 

for both print and the Internet 

and how to market on a shoe 

string budget.    

Nancy has over 30 years of 

advertising, booth and spon-

sorships and event sales/

marketing experience includ-

ing over 15 years working 

with newspapers as an Ad 

Director, classified manager, 

sales rep, etc.. Nancy is 

teaching at Post University. 

She has created job fairs for 

ctjobs.com and Senior Fairs 

for the Record Journal.    

Nancy served as the Director 

of Marketing for the Massa-

chusetts Association of Real-

tors® in the beginning of her 

association career. She offers 

corporate sales and training 

experience from IDG and 

Ziff Davis.    

Nancy has created a festival 

for the Town of Framingham 

and has delivered workshops 

to the Tennessee Parks and 

Recreation Association. 

Nancy also conducts Booth-

camps(SM) for companies 

and organizations to help 

improve their success as ex-

hibitors at events. Nancy is a 

current member of ASAE and 

a Past Member of the ASAE 

Marketing Section Council. 

Marketing on a Shoestring Budget - Keynote 

Schedule At A Glance 

7:30 pm  Jillianôs - light snacks and 

team building competition (see details on 

page 10) 

 

10:00 pm   Return to Hotel 

Friday ï October 30th 

7:00 am  Registration Opens 

 

7:45 am Sessions 

 

9:15 am  Brunch / Keynote Speaker - Silent 

Auction Ends after Brunch 

 

11:35 am Sessions 

 

Have a Safe Trip Home 

Wednesday ï October 28th 

Check Into Hotel 

 

7:00 pm - Meet in Lobby - Tour of Worcester 

on Foot  (not included in registration) 

 

Thursday  ï October 29th 

7:00 am    Registration Opens  

 

8:15 ï 11:45 am  Sessions 

 

Noon ï 3:00 pm Lunch and Exhibit Hall Open 

3:15 ï 5:30 pm Sessions 

 

5:45 - 6:45 pm  Springfield College Social - 

All are invited to attend 
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Nancy Frede 

Nancy has created a 

festival for the Town 

of Framingham and 

has delivered 

workshops to the 

Tennessee Parks and 

Recreation 

Association.  

Special Event - Springfield College Alumni and Friends 

 
Maxwell-Silverman's Toolhouse Restaurant -4th Floor Club Maxine lounge  

Worchester Center Blvd. in Lincoln Square, Worchester  

(diagonally across the street from the front door of the Hilton Garden Inn and directly across 

the street from Sheraton)  

Thursday, October 29th  5:45 - 6:45 p.m.  

Complimentary appetizers and soft drinks.  Cash bar available.  

Hosts:  John M. Whalen, Jr., M.Ed., CPRP, Executive Director, MRPA 

        Dr. Anne Rothschadl, Springfield College Faculty, Department of Sport Management and Recreation  

 

OPEN TO ALL CONFEREN CE ATTENDEES.  



Registration 
Information 

 
Full Registration: 
 
Delegates receive: 
Educational sessions,  
CEUs , exhibit hall lunch, 
Thursday night Social, 
Friday Awards brunch. 
 

One-Day Registration: 
 
Delegates receive: 
Educational sessions, 
CEUs, and Social and Meal 
events being held the day of 
registration. 

 

 

 

 

CEUs 
 
CEU-approved sessions are 
worth .1 CEUs.    
Participants must be 
present for entire session to 
receive credit.  There is no 
partial CEU credit for any 
session.  Participants 
interested in receiving CEU 
credits may pick up a form 
at the registration desk. 

Join the over 500 professional, educational, commercial and 

citizens members that are MRPA.  Interested in saving more 

on this and other MRPA events, products and services? 

 

Join today by filling out an application form available at the 

Registration Desk.  No need to pay now - we can bill you. 

General Information  

Not an MRPA Member? 

Feature Events 

until 7:30 pm .  At 7:30 pm food will 

be available, lite fare, (it is included 

in your registration fee) and drinks 

will be available (on your own).  At 

8:30 pm the staff at Jillianôs will take 

over for the next hour.  They will be 

overseeing some ñTeam Buildingò 

Activities ï which may include: 

Pocket Billiards, Basketball, Air 

Hockey all depending upon what the 

group would like to participate in 

that evening.  We will conclude the 

evening at 10 pm at which time the 

first bus will leave to return to the 

hotel.  Busses will run until all guests 

have returned to the hotel.  (NOTE:  

Busses will make continuous rounds 

until 10:45 pm) 

 

Friday  

 
Enjoy a breakfast buffet, hear our 

Keynote Speaker - Nancy Frede and 
congratulate the 2009 MPRA Award 

winners.   

 
Also after breakfast we will have 

additional CEU sessions including 

Facilitating Inclusive Recreational 
Opportunities  and a session from 

our Keynote - How to Market and 

sell in a challenging economy? 

Wednesday 

 
An informal social has been 

planned for this evening ï We will 
tour Worcester by foot. Check into 

the hotel and join the fun.  We will 

meet in the Hotel Lobby at 7:00 pm 
to go out as a group ï a decision will 

be made at that time where to go for 

dinner and fun.  It is completely 
optional and on your own.  Letôs 

explore where it began! 

 

Thursday 

 
After a full day of sessions ï kick 

back and relax a little with other 

professionals at Jillianôs.  Busses will 

be available beginning at 6:45 pm 

and will make continuous round trips 
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Hotel Information 

 

Hilton Garden  

35 Major Taylor Boulevard 

Worcester, Massachusetts  

508-753-5700   

Note:  All Program 

Sessions and events 

maybe subject to change 

and/or cancellation due 

to unforeseen 

circumstances.  We  

apologize in advance for 

any inconvenience this 

may cause. 



Chair - Brendan Egan 

Co- Chaired by: 

Jen Davis 

Renee Dufour 
 

Members: 

Andy Berger 

Rob Antonelli 

Bruce Doig 

Sheila Butts 

Peter Coleman 

Dennis Mannone 

Doreen Ferguson 

Jennifer Davis 

Jon Marshall 

Cheryl Marshall 

David Mountain 

Nancy McShea 

Renee Dufour 

Joscelyn Ruelle-Kersker 

Sharon Locke 

Matt Casparius 

Melissa Roy 

Peggy Hannon-Rizza 

 

 

 

 

MRPA Staff: 
John M. Whalen, Jr., 

Executive Director 

 

 

MRPA Executive Board 

would like to ñThankò the 

members of the committee 

for their hard work and 

dedication in planning and 

hosting the 2009 MRPA State 

Conference & Trade Show. 

 

 

2009 State Conference Committee 

Exhibit Hall Floor Plan 

Page 5 

Conference Program Guide 

ñPlease be sure to 

visit the Exhibit Hall 

and THANK our 

Commercial Partners 

who make this event 

possible. 

See Page 12 for Booth Assignments 
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DCU Center Floor Diagram - Level 3 



Armstrong, Pat 
Recreation Department 
424 Route 28 
West Yarmouth, MA 02673 
 
Chapman, Douglas 
USTA New England 
110 Turnpike Road 
Westboro, MA 01581 
 
Cornacchioli-Snell, Angela 
Director 
100 Maple Avenue 
Shrewsbury, MA  01545 
 
Croteau, Courtney 
Safe Routes to School / MassRIDES 
10 Park Plaza 
Suite 2180 
Boston, MA  02143 
 
Cugini, Dick  
Natick Recreation & Parks 
179 Boden Lane 
Natick, MA 01760 
 
Frede, Nancy 
Frede Enterprises, LLC 
23 Potter Crossing 
Wethersfield, CT 06109 
 
Freedman, Nicole 
City of Boston 
1 City Hall Square 
Room 932 
Boston, MA 02201 
 
Frye, Matthew 
Program Coordinator 
Northeast Passage 
UNH ð Hewitt Hall 
4 Library Way 
Durham, NH 03824 
 
Gould, Tom 
46 Margin Street 
Peabody, MA 01960 
 
Hay, Bernard 
The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 
75 Second Ave. 
Suite 700 
Needham, MA 02420 
 
Henson, Heidi 
City of Peabody 
24 Lowell St. 
Peabody, MA 01960 
 
Howard, Glen 
CDM 
Senior Project Manager 
One Cambridge Place 
50 Hampshire Street 
Cambridge, MA  02139 

Jette, Ryan 
Director 
150 Emmons Street 
Franklin, MA  02038 
 
Kaseta, Jan 
Warren Building 
90 Washington Street 
Wellesley, MA 02481 
 
Kahn, Justine 
Project Bread 
145 Border Street 
East Boston, MA 02128 
 
Keilty, Terry 
Special Olympics 
150 Maple Street 
Danvers, MA 01923 
 
Kissida, John 
Camp Dresser & McKee, Inc. 
50 Hampshire Street 
Cambridge, MA  02139 
 
LaRue, John 
Kompan - Big Toys Playground 
35 Oakforest Drive 
Little Compton, RI 02837 
 
MacDougall, Doug 
Weston Recreation Dept. 
20 Alphabet Lane 
Weston, MA 02493 
 
Machado, Patty 
Barnstable Recreation Department 
Assistant Director 
141 Bassett Lane 
Hyannis, MA  02601 
 
Maguire, Steve 
Camp Consultant 
Maguire Presentations 
24 Hatchet Rock Rd. 
 Scituate, MA   02066 
 
Mahan, Ted 
Ride With Pride, Inc. 
21 Campbell Court 
Rutland, MA  01543 
 
McShea, Nancy 
Wayland Recreation 
Director 
41 Cochituate Road 
Wayland, MA  01778 
 
Miller, Jerry 
Norwood Recreation Department 
165 Nahatan Street 
Norwood, MA 02062 
 
 
 

Speaker Listing 
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Osborne, Chip 
Osborne Organics 
11 Laurel St. 
Marblehead, MA  01945 
 
Penbrooke, Teresa 
GreenPlay 
3050 Industrial Parkway 
Broomfield, CO 80020 
 
Ruelle-Kersker, Joscelyn 
Assistant to the Director 
55 Ober Street 
Beverly, MA  01915 
 
Sciuto, Steve 
330 Primrose Street 
Haverhill, MA 01830-3125 
 
Sluiter, Jim 
Audobon International 
46 Rarick Road 
Selkirk, NY 12158 
 
Strand, Pamela 
Collette Vacations 
180 Middle Street 
Pawtucket, RI 02860 
 
Swartz, Sylvia 
Handi - Racket Tennis 
Longfellows Club 
524 Boston Post Road 
Wayland, MA 01778 
 
Sykora, Brian 
Landscape Structures, Inc. 
601 7th Street South 
Delano, MN 55328 
 
Weld, Randy 
Peabody Recreation, Parks & Forestry 
50 Farm Avenue 
Peabody, MA 01960 
 
Young, David 
Camp Dresser & McKee, Inc 
50 Hampshire Street 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
 
 
 
 
 


