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THE AUDIENCE:  

¶ Directors, Administrators 
and Recreation Supervi-
sors 

¶ Park Operations and 
Maintenance Personnel 

¶ Therapeutic Recreation 
Professionals 

¶ Educators, Students 

¶ Commercial Recreation 
Professionals 

¶ Aquatics Personnel 

¶ Park & Recreation Com-
missioners & Board Mem-
bers 

Recreation and Parks  

Reinventing our Image  



You can join and reach our  400+ community members from across Massa-

chusetts.  Our members are community leaders, committed board and commission 

volunteers, government decision makers, and businesses  like yours who contribute to the 

quality of life in our state.  

MRPA is working on your behalf everyday .  We are delivering a simple mes-

sageé.you need to invest in your community to build the future you want.  With your 

help, we will be able to carry that message farther, and insure that our children and 

grandchildren have the wonderful quality of life we enjoy.  

Commercial Partner  membership is a bargain .  Your membership entitles you to 

the following: Listing in MRPA Commercial Members Directory (online and not password 

protected); reduced rates on exhibit hall space and first notice of sponsorship opportuni-

ties and MRPA constant contact weekly updates (electronic newsletter). 

FOR  MORE INFORMATION/APPLICATION GO TO OUR WEB 

AT: WWW.MASSRPA.ORG 

 

WHO IS THE MASSACHUSETTS RECREATION 

AND PARK ASSOCIATION? 

INVITATION TO BECOME A COMMERCIAL 

PARTNER 

The Massachusetts Recreation and Park 

Association, Inc (MRPA) is a not for 

profit, public interest professional organi-

zation representing  almost 500 profes-

sionals, recreation commission members 

and commercial partners  from Massachu-

setts involved in providing leisure facilities 

and opportunities to all residents of Mas-

sachusetts as well as countless tourists 

who visit our state each year.   

MRPA was originally organized in  1967.  

The Association is directed by a 17 mem-

ber Board  composed of eleven elected 

officers, six regional representatives and 

Ex-officio members including the Associa-

tionôs Executive Director 

GENERAL 

INFORAMTION  

Silent Auction 

Increase your exposure by donating 

an item or service for the Auction 
which benefits the Kilcoyne 

Scholarship Fund.  Contact Sharon 

Locke at 781-529-0203 or email 
locke.s@westonmass.org 
 

Conference Program 

Vendors are listed in the delegate 
program. It is used as a resource by 

Attendees throughout the year. 
 

Attendee List 

A complete listing of Attendees is 

distributed to all vendorsðFREE.  

Computer labels for the entire 
MRPA membership are available 

for $50 to commercial members or 

$100 for non-members. 
 

JOIN MRPA  

Not a member yet?  Visit our 
website at www.massrpa.org, 

download a membership form and 

mail it to us.  What will you get?  
For starters, a discount on your 

booth, your company name in our 

ñBuyers Guideò which is posted to 

our web page.   

 
 

For More information:  

John M. Whalen, Jr., Executive Director 

PO Box 783  

Westfield, MA  01086-0783 

Email: jwhalen@massrpa.org 

Web page:  www.massrpa.org 

Phone: 413-568-8356 

Fax:  413-568-4166 
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BOOTH PRICING 

 After January 31, 2012  Before January 31, 2012  

 1st Booth 2nd Booth 1st Booth 2nd Booth 

Member $275 $200  $350 $200  

Non-Member $400  $200  $450 $200  

Non-Profit  $150 $100 $150 $100 

All booth are 8ô by 10ô with dividers, 1 table, 2 chairs and identification sign.  Admission and lunch for 

two representatives will be provided for each booth.  Electrical service is NOT provided in the above 

pricing.  An  additional fee of $65 per booth will be assessed for those needing this service.   

All exhibitors will be provided with a contract once the initial registration form has been received.  The Conference 

Center will require  that each exhibitor obtain and keep in force during the term of the installation  and use of the 

exhibit premises, policies of Comprehensive General Liability Insurance and Contractual Liability Insurance, 

insuring and specifically referring to the Contractual liability set forth, in an amount not less than $2,000,000 

Combined Single Limit for personal injury and property damage.  The Hotel, its owners, its operator, and Sturbridge 

Host Hotel & Conference Center shall be included in such policies as additional insured.  In addition, exhibitors 

acknowledge that neither the Hotel, its owners, its operator, nor Sturbridge Host Hotel & Conference Center 

maintain  insurance covering exhibitorôs property and that it is the sole responsibility of the exhibitor to obtain 

business interruption and property damage insurance insuring any losses by the exhibitor.  

Exhibit Hall has been 

SOLD OUT for  the past 

three years.  Register for 

YOUR booth EARLY. 



EXHIBIT HALL NOTES  

Booth Selection  

A layout of the exhibit hall is above.  The vendor contract provides you with an opportunity to indicate 
your booth location preference.  Select your top 3 booth choices and write them on the registration 
form.  The assignment process gives preference to those commercial firms who are conference spon-
sors and who support MRPA year-round through contributions and membership.   All booth assign-
ments will be on first -come, first-served basis.  MRPA will do its best to assign competitors so that 
they are not adjacent to one another. 

Exhibit Rules & 
Regulations 

 

Restrictions ðMRPA reserves the 

right to restrict exhibits due to exces-

sive noise, method of operation, haz-

ardous displays, or for any other rea-

son deemed necessary by the MRPA 

Conference Committee, Fire Marshall 

or the Sturbridge Host Hotel & Confer-

ence Center. 

Contract for Space ðthe signed 

contract and full payment constitutes 

the completed agreement for the right 

to use the space.  In the event of fire, 

strike, or other circumstances beyond 

the control of MRPA, the contract shall 

not be binding.  MRPA reserves the 

right to cancel any contract with any 

exhibitor at any time prior to or during 

the conference. 

Liability ðMRPA, Inc., itôs employees 

or conference committee will not be 

responsible for any injury, loss or 

damage that may occur to the exhibi-

tor, nor to the exhibitorôs employees or 

property from any cause whatsoever, 

prior, during or subsequent to the 

period covered by the exhibit contract.  

This includes the period of storage 

prior to and following the conference.  

The exhibitor, on signing the contract, 

expressly releases the above-

mentioned MRPA, individuals and 

committee from any and all claims for 

such loss, damage, or injury.  To pre-

vent loss, small or portable articles of 

value should be properly secured or 

removed after exposition hours and 

placed in safekeeping.  Exhibitors will 

be required to complete a hold harm-

less form prior to the start of the con-

ference. 

Use of Space ðAll demonstrations 

must be confined to the limits of the 

exhibit space.  No exhibitors shall 

assign, sublet, or share the whole or 

any part of the space allotted without 

the knowledge and consent of MRPA.  

Aisles must be clear.  Advertising 

material of any description may be 

distributed only within the space as-

signed to the exhibitor presenting such 

material.  

Cancellations ð of an exhibit space 

contract must be received in writing 

thirty (30) days prior to the first day of 

the conference by MRPA.  Written 

notification must be sent to MRPA, PO 

Box 783,Westfield, MA  01086-0783.  

A $75 handling fee will be deducted 

from  the refund.  Mail and personal 

delivery of the cancellation notice shall 

be deemed delivered on the day such 

notice is received at the MRPA office. 
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Wednesday, March 7th  
 
7:00 to 11:30 AM éé.é.Exhibitor Setup 
- this is a two hour window for your 
setup  (all booths must be set up by 11:30 
am - not all vendors need to be there at 
7:00 am for setup unless you feel that it 
will take you three hours to setup) 
9:00 AM éééé..Coffee in Exhibit Hall 
Area for  Exhibitors  
11:30 to Noonééééé....Exhibitor 
Lunch 
 
Noon to 3:00 PMé...éAttendee 
Lunch /Vendor Hall Open (NO CEU 
Sessions at this time)  
 
3:00 to 5:00 PM éééééé.Breakdown 
 
5:00 to 9:00 PMéééé...Social Event 
(extra fee) 
 

Booths  
All booth are 8ô by 10ô with dividers, 1 table, 2 
chairs and identification sign.  Admission and 
lunch for two representatives will be provided 
for each booth.  Vendors will receive a listing 
of all Attendees after the conference.  Ven-
dors are welcome to attend all other events 
on both Monday and Tuesday (additional fees 

will apply for the optional events).   

 
Electrical Service  
Standard 120V is available at some of the 
booths at an additional charge of $65 per 
booth.  Please be sure to indicate any need for 
electricity on your registration form.  We can 
not guarantee that you will be able to receive 
an electrical hookup if not requested two 
weeks in advance of the event. 

 

Lunch Tickets  
Each booth includes two (2) lunch tickets, 
each additional representative is required to 
purchase a lunch ticket for an additional $25. 
Please indicate the number of extra lunch 
tickets needed on your registration form.  

 

Sponsorship Opportunities  
Make the most of your MPRA membership by 
becoming a sponsor at the conference.  Sev-
eral levels of sponsorship are available.  Lev-
els are described in detail on page  4 of this 
booklet. 

 
Capital Exposition Services will be 
the provider of  exhibit booths and rental 
items as  needed. 

This is the 

Main 

Entrance 



Landscape Structures was a primary 

Sponsor in 2011 and had their banner 

displayed at our Awards Brunch  

HOTEL INFORMATION  

Sturbridge Host Hotel 
and Conference Center  

366 Main Street  
Sturbridge, MA  01566  

508 -347 -7393  

Fo r  res e rv a t io ns ,  eac h 
individual must make their own 
reservation by calling the 
reservation office at 508 -347 -
7393 Individuals must state 
they are attending the 
Massachusetts Recreation and 
Park Association Conference.  
All reservations must be 
secured by a one night deposit 
(room rates for this event are 
$102.00 per night), plus the 
current 11.7%  Occupancy room 
tax, per room via a valid 
American Express, Visa, 
MasterCard, Diners Card or 
Carte Blanche card number 
with an expiration date, or a 
check  is acceptable.  
 
The room block will be held 
until February 14, 2012, at 
which time the  unused portion 
will be released and subsequent 
reservations and special rates 
become subject to availability.   
 
All no shows and individual 
room cancellations received 
within 48 hours of scheduled 
arrival will be billed at 
co nt rac ted ra te .   T he 
Sturbridge Host Hotel does not 
guarantee room type or group 
block location.  They will make 
every attempt to honor specific 
room type requests as well as 
location requests made by 
individual guests, these are 
requests only.  
 
 
For more information about 
the hotel , conference center 
and for directions go to:  
 
 
www.sturbridgehosthotel.com  

 

INVITATION TO SPONSOR 

Name Badges (1 - available $750)  - 

have your logo imprinted on our delegate 

name badges  (500 will be purchased).  Your 

logo will be seen on all our delegates during 

the entire conference. 

Conference Bag (4 - available $250 

each or 1 - large logo at $1,000) - 

have  your  logo imprinted on our delegate  

conference bag (350 will be purchased).  Your 

logo will be seen as delegates carry their bag 

during the entire conference. 

Room Sponsorship (4 - available     

$200) - your logo and company name will 

appear  both days outside the room you are 

sponsoring . 

Welcome Social (1 - available  $500)  
- Tuesday after your check in we will have a 
brief social inviting all Past Presidentôs.  This 
evening will begin your networking opportuni-
ties bring together some of our seasoned pro-
fessionals and allowing new professionals to 
have the opportunity to feel that they are part 
of the MRPA  family. Sponsors are provided up 
to 4 tickets , display opportunities and name 
announcements during the event. 
 

 
 

Wednesday Night Social - (1 - avail-
able $1,000) - this is our premier fun so-
cial event providing  a memorable evening for 
conference delegates.  Networking is an impor-
tant part of the conference and this social pro-
vides unique shared experiences for our mem-
bers .  Sponsors are provided up to 4 tickets , 
display opportunities and name announce-
ments during the event. 

 

 
 
 
 
Awards Brunch - (1- available 
$1,500) - the MRPA Awards Brunch honors 
individuals, agencies and legislators who have 
made significant contributions to the field of 
parks and recreation.   Sponsors are provided 
up to 4 tickets , display opportunities and 
name announcements during the event. 
 
 

SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE 

March 6th  

 Afternoon Activities  
 Evening Social 
 
March 7th  
 
 Registration  
 General Sessions 
 Lunch (this event is included in your booth registration)  
 Exhibit Hall (Dedicated time  for attendees to visit Exhibit Hall)  
 Evening Social  (this is a ticketed event) 
 
March 8th  
  
 Sessions 
 Awards Brunch (this is a  ticketed event) 
 Sessions  
 

We encourage all exhibitors to participate in all  Conference Activities - please be sure to 
register for all ticketed events not included in your exhibit package.  Go to our website to 

obtain the delegates registration form for ticketed events at www.massrpa.org.   4 

SPONSORSHIP IS THE BEST WAY TO STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD, 

ENHANCE BRAND RECOGNITION AND MEET INDUSTRY PROFESSIONALS.  

WE INVITE YOU TO EXPLORE HOW THESE OPTIONS FIT INTO YOUR 

MARKETING PLAN.  



Attendee Packet Stuffer  

If you cannot attend our conference, 
you do not have to be left out.  We 
have the opportunity for you to do 
some direct advertising of your 
product or service by providing us with 
your companyôs ñFlyerò.  Flyers will be 
inserted into all Attendee folders.  The 
cost for this is $125.00 per page (8.5 x 
11ò) for 300 inserts.  You must provide 
us with the inserts.  They can be tri-
folded sheets or simply a full page.  
Each additional page will be inserted 
for $50.00.  Please contact us to make 
arrangements for you insert.  If your 
normal brochure or flyer does not 
conform with the outlined rates, you 
may contact us for special pricing. 

300 copies will be printed and available on site for all delegates.  This Conference Pro-

gram Guide over the past several years has consisted of 20 pages and last year was 

printed in full color.  All advertising is on first -come , first-serve basis. 

 

Business Card Page Ad -  $75 
One Quarter Page Ad - $100. 

One Half Page Ad - $150 
Full Page Ad (inside) - $225 

Full Page Ad (back cover) - $350 
 

Call (413-568-8356) or email (jwhalen@massrpa.org )for the appropriate formats for all 

art work.   Deadline for art submission will be January 30, 2012.  

CONFERENCE PROGRAM ADVERTISING 
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MRPA 27th State Conference and Trade Show  
March 6th to 8th , 2012  

Sturbridge Host Hotel and Conference Center 
Sturbridge, MA  

 
PLEASE TYPE OF PRINT CLEARLY  

 
Business/ Agency Name: _________________________Contact Person: ___________________________________  
 
Address: _______________________ City: ____________________ State: ______ Zip: _____________________  
 
Phone: ________________ Fax: ___________________Email: ________________________________________  
 
Website address: _________________________Booth Sign should read: ___________________________________  
 
Description of products or services (20 words or less) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Representatives Attending Show: 

1. ___________________(inc lunch) 2.___________________(inc  lunch) 3.________________ ($25 lunch)  

Booth Selection:  Choice #1_____ #2_____#3_____  

Return completed application to:  MRPA - PO Box 783 - Westfield, MA  01086  (See page 2 for other forms of contacting MRPA) 

Booth Registration (A)  

 Member   $275  _____  
 Member 2nd $200   _____  
 Non Member $400   _____  
 Member 2nd $200   _____  
 Non-Profit  $150  _____  
 Non-Profit 2nd  $100  _____  
 Electrical   $65  _____  
 
Sponsorship (B)  

 Name badges $750  _____  
 Conference Bag $250   _____  
   $1,000  _____  
 Room Sponsor $200   _____  
 Presidents  Social $500   _____  
 Tuesday Social $1,000  _____  
 Awards Brunch $1,500  _____  

 

Advertizing (C)  

 Business Card $75  _____  
 1/4 Page  $100  _____  
 1/2 Page  $150  _____  
 Full Page  (inside) $225  _____  
 Full Page (back) $350  _____  
 

Packet Stuffer  

 One page   $125  _____  
 Booklet  $175  _____  

 

(Take 10% off total if choosing an  item in each of A, B and C) 

MRPA Membership is $75 per person per year.  Join and 

Save on your booth registration.  

Total     _____  

(A deposit of 25% is due with this registration form)  

Signature:_____________________ Date:______________  

Return Completed Application to:  

MRPA 

PO Box 783 

Westfield, MA  01086-0783 



ñBest Practices: Tips for Visiting the Exhibit Hallò - We will be providing 
this information to all our delegates asking each to take an active part in 
recognizing our Commercial Partners.   

PREPARE IN ADVANCE  

V Make a list of all the products and services 

you will need for the coming year é every-

thing from balls to staff to new buildings!  

V If you are responsible for all purchases, 

GREAT.  If not, delegate information gath-

ering to your staff who have buying respon-

sibilities.  

V And if you are going to make recommenda-

tions to a ñhigher authorityò, keep a list of 

ñmust havesò ñshould havesò and ñdream 

havesò. 

 

WALK THE SPACE AND INTRODUCE 

YOURSELF TO ALL EXHIBITORS  

ü When you arrive, walk the space and 

introduce yourself to ALL exhibitors.  

ü Even if itôs a product or service 

youôre not sure you need, itôs a good 

idea to make contacts and gain new 

information from the exhibitors ï 

you may be surprised the wealth of 

information or products that many 

of our exhibitors have and/or refer-

ences they may provide.  

ü Many of our exhibitors offer free 

itemsécandy, pens, brochures, etcé 

as incentives for attendees to ñcome 

intoò the booth.  Please donôt just 

grab items and walk away.  If you are 

going to take something, be courte-

ous and ask a few questions.  Then 

ask if itôs okay to help yourself. 

 

 

 

BE READY TO HAVE THE FOLLOWING 

CONVERSATION  

J What product or service do you offer?  Any 

new items to highlight for me?  

J Have you worked with other departments 

like mine?  Do you have suggestions that 

would help me do a better job or recom-

mendations for items that would be a good 

match? 

J What kind of price range do you offer? 

What incentives or discounts are available?  

Are you on the State Bid List? 

J Whatôs the shipping and delivery time? 

J What kind of service can I expect during 

the year? 

J Who will I be working with?  

J What makes your company or products 

different/better/more desirable?  

 

TAKE NOTES  

? Thereôs no way youôll remember every-

thing.  Feel free to write on the information 

or product sheets that the exhibitor is 

handing out.  Circle items of interest and 

write down any information you might 

need. 

? Take exhibitorsô business cards and have a 

good supply of your own with you. 

  

TAKE YOUR TIME  

æ Use the seating available in the hall to 

consult and review information.  

æ Go back and ask questions if necessary. 

æ Make your purchases and pat yourself on 

the back! 
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